FOREIGN  POLICY UNDER THE REPUBLIC
reparation for an error, or the remission of a fine. The principal
task of a deputy is no longer that of attending the sessions of the
Chamber, but of answering his constituents' letters and taking
steps on their behalf in the offices of the ministries or the pre-
fecture,
This practice, known as the 'intervention of the elected repre-
sentatives in the administration5, is condemned by jurists as
contrary to the separation of powers, but it is an expedient that
makes it possible to reconcile the centralized administration neces-
sary for unity with the sentiments inspired by an elective and
democratic system of government. The man of the people, who
formerly felt like an isolated and powerless pawn of the adminis-
tration when brought into relation with the all-powerful official,
has become conscious that, in his capacity as constituent, he has an
easily accessible protector in his deputy, to whom he feels himself
attached by a personal bond, since the deputy is his mandatary;
it is to him that he applies for the purpose of conveying his requests
to the Government far away in Paris. It is this consciousness that
has made the Republic popular in the country districts and caused
the breath of political life gradually to permeate the mass of the
nation,
The work of legislation proper has been of only secondary
importance in the eyes of the public. It has, moreover, been in-
creasingly hampered by the complicated parliamentary machinery;
for a long time past the only measures that it has been possible to
get passed have been those put forward by the Government and
pressed through by resorting to'urgent'or exceptional procedure.
The little that has been done in the way of 'labour' legislation,
dealing with hours of work, the protection of women and children,
accident insurance and pensions, has been a mere imitation of
foreign models,
jforeign policy under the republic
The foreign policy of France has continued to be dominated by
the effects of the war of 1870. The people of France had always
regarded war as. a scourge, of which it had a horror; but the
bourgeoisie viewed the prospect of war comparatively light-
heartedly, for it regarded it as a remote operation, the evils of
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